
Cost of refinery

Price tag for project now up to $6 million
Kris Knowles
Trtoune writer • •

-. . The number keeps getting bigger. . . . . . - • - : -. ,
. . . When all is said and done, the cost to federal taxpayers for cleaning up,' .

the contaminated refinery site at the north edge of Chanute will be at least •
$6 million. . •:•-;,- •.- ' .- ... --{• ):..^ - ''-••:
;;.The last estimate published. by tte Tribune in Februaryrwas about $4.7 ,.

. million,: including $3.5 million for'the current EPA'cleanup and $1.2 mil- ^
lion for a partial cleanup in 1994.'- '!'"'".:^r'f."\i.fa^ff:--'.'- : ;.-,l;..j,~- / ^

; :..•;_ JanictT Kroone, the Environmental Protection^Agenc^'s oh site cobrdi- •
nator, said those numbers didn't include the c'ostof removing sonic buried H

..-, material .containing heavy metals. She said she'coiild.not yet release the£>
,1 projected, cost of that.worlc other than to say it' will be more than $1 mil-"-.

• f. • •••.^-•V'ji" "-'.~ ~ rt •»"' --~-.» .'t r -•••- j . >i .:•• -'ji— ^-i. — .*.L. ., .-J...- -•--.. ^ -:,-.:
' •. , . , , . , . , - - , - , . - - - , -.-.--.-.,. ..-,--.-:, -,-.- = , - .

:;,;' Other additional costs include removal of a sludge pit on an adjoining ':•
propeii§'(5200.000) and some'asbestos removal ($100,000). ' . " . "•; '» •-'
.'" Taxpayers ;are likely to be stuck with the'bilL.The property.is owned by . f.

. a trust that: purchased it at a county tax sale long 'after the refinery had"**
ceased .operations!" Kroone "said EPA officials' can'tjlccate ariyone/'con-'\,ir-
hecteii iwith'Jthe . tiiisCand.'the tru'st apparently 'doesn'c'haye'ahy money4".

" " - ' - ' - "
:';. -Meanwhile^ cleanup, work, is 'continuing', with. tfuTrenipyal' of ̂ asbestos ':'
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:ity compost pile
;auses big stink -
fe-J '... . «_—.•; .£?;*, :• -?•'•..

...WILSON - Emia] Francis'has
ived in his home in Wilson 23
/ears. In the- past year, since the
;ity began a community compost
nle, his life hasn't been the
ame. The pile of grass clip-
)ings, covering less than a quar-
er of an acre, sits across the
.ireet from Francis, about 100
"eet from his home.

Francis, 86, says' the pile
;tinks..He.sees it as an eyesore,'.,.
oo. Last week his complaints ..
vvere before the city council, ...;, ^
.vhich^plans to solicit cpmmentsv
from others and then review a. (1. ',
:heir options. v.-r-. . ; "' .
,;£niey_claim they're going to '
moye'it, but they never have,"
Francis .said • ^ ,.,-.-..-.' ••-> .

The city clerk said the council
,ias talked about putting the
compost on the city's baseball .
fields this fall. "•

• • . - , • • . v - : - • - - • * . - - - - ' [ : -
Members of the Ar/ny National. Guard repair, the Welcome to Ctanutesigri along U.S.J69 highway.;1"
Monday afternoon."They are^oti'their two-week guard duty and'aherjnventorying tobls'and." \ . ' - ~ '
equipment began some community projects, including fixing the^sign thafwas blown down earlier
and spraying weeds on Main Street.. ... , . . . .-£•. ... t • - '.

: "' '. . - • ' , ' r . . . - . '_:•*/

it," Gough said.
"It was about the strangest thing

I think I've ever seen. It just shred-
ded the tents. And what was really
strange is the hail didn't break the
fiberglass on the boats that were
out, but it tore up the seat cush-

Laoent Bounty c.iici^<*^ - •-
paredness director Keith Stammer
agreed that the storm was unusual.

"You're talking about a severe
thundersorm in August. It's very
odd in itself to have a hail-produc-
ing thunderstorm in August." .-
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caught ppssessingjobacco products in , tougher on its''students"' caught "with'1'-.'1. Cleanup workers in protective^ excavate it 'all out," she said." "'"'
the1 city wa| set by^a 1994;ordinance,'~_ tobacc6~on'sclif(X)l;grb''u^ .̂°^% t.ne.:'l; ".^But/Lthat 'doesn't mean, the
Kilt nrV1i/*P Kio'H lra*rpl\r~fr\lln\iiAM tin iiMtK*-T fin^vrl *t^O ortrl niir0n'«n^pAhXAl 't*nenan~ .'ti or>K0rfy\c>-.- nloi^irirr.. it - Irkl^/li-TiiVilft J -'rjrrir^rtv'f^flfl't tv* 11 Qftrf SHc ^fliH 3buTpojice had rarely.followed up with-; fined $52 and'giyen'ih-scKc«rs"usrjen-Sa'sfcstos,:-placing--it-i
fmesj^^^if'':-^-- "V7:"""'r-.--''.— •':"- sion.'If the.studeht-'can't pay the'tick^;: bags:ah"d then into a line(J$umr>;;; slab"

must create something simple.

If the tested water has shown a
violation or a contamination level
that exceeds safe standards, the
report must explain potential health

- effects. It also will tell people what
sources their water comes from -

,', lak'es. rivers or wells' pumping
'water from deep or not-so-deep
underground. • " '. '•

Occasional water problems are
'' not unusual in Kansas:'A total 228

public water systems had a viola-
' tion of some drinking water regula-

tion during 1997. That's about 20
percent of the slate's 1.122 sys-
tems. State health officials said the

- reports show monitoring has been
— successful so far. .- - -

•:•••*> "I'd • be. more- concerned if we
. d i d n ' t see the-exceedences," said
"Greg Crawford, health-department
- spokesman. "You go a couple years
. where you didn't hear anything and

wrong."^ \.,.:.

foundation for, a building-j

tilizer applied in nearby fields that
eventually leached into groundwa-
ter wells placed about 90 feel
below the surface.

• The dry has options - buy water
elsewhere, drill a new' well, treat
the water -" complete with hefty
price' tags, said City Manager
Randy Riggs, noting that "a good
handful" of. other,Kansas towns
have similar problems.-.--:'.'i^.

A'few days aftff^Sterling oflfi-.'
cials "notified residents, companies
selling in-home water treatment
systems ' began making sales •
sweeps through neighborhoods.
Riggs said the water's not a threat
to those older than 6 months and it
seemed, like, businesses were
"pouncing on the opportunity."

't.. Kansas'record of no water-borne
sickness in'recent years surpassed
most neighboring statw, according

.'to the National Researcrj Council.
No aaae health problems,resulted

. from cbntaminatkin,'probiems last
" "year ; and," utilities" have - moved

' "" ' -ond offense rises'to $137.
;'.is"

t.bf'a.si^^^ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
/and a t h i r i l ' people, under 18 Co 'possess tobaccpXy'is'^also' "continuing. KrotMie"1 said 1 vttie^ property '"that' the county"" ch'allerige of . all ;~ .public- water- too;-, complacent- with, its- -testing.

4i*Ui.'. J1-.' '.-_a. *•-,_' d.An^ltfirK^fvnAO 'nnrl tfc-Ant* ?• «.«««!"*. tllA^ nn^fUanrf •J^n^nor nf JtKa e'lt* TV -X^t'.U i^T.^^JI'X J*^-A|UJ. ' » f ' ' ' t ' 1 -comer of _..
. . •:<*%

rep6riea'-a.'-'similar:
caught with tobacco.1.''

site K:cpuld take"cbritror6f the proper- providers. Coolidg'ei fdTexample, a. . . . . - -
••-s MylrUnderctandably, Kroone said " Hamilton | Coiihty municipality'of i - • like atrazine. The herbicide used on

r-.'-county^officials are' concerned .90 near the Colorado border, was
:-"-4"'-Sfw'"-•'- '.'.-:.',|Key .might1'havj;'::fo bear, some......cited, four times last .year by the
'"•""'''•"^'--e^'cleanup respprisibility or cost', 'i-'.statifor exceeding the standard for

' "-vBut-;that;is.!ri6t the case, she radionuclides in its waier. The con-

corn and sorghum is commonly
found in eastern Kansas rivers used
by city water supplies. ' •' : '

,- .-"Jr.-MKtl t '..-. J ' -V- ' .

"I'm very concerned about the •
atrazine levels in the water," said
Terry.SJiistar of.dK.Kansas'chapter •

^Sta'tere'rriployees check livers and

farm industry pressure hinders

. . .
. --J/Al .• J^l '^ -•, :. T .-"*"• ." '


